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Falr through Wednes-
“day. The low today near -
70, the high teday and -

~ Wednesday near 80, -
- Winds mnhnst to. oast 15
to ﬂ m.p.h.
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itk 'Boxes oi Tgrnatoes Are Stacked on a Pallei in 1he Damaged Warehouse .
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LANTANA An explosion believed caused ? ethy- A%
‘lene gas yesterday injured seven people and heavily .‘

a tomal packing plant on .

' damaged a to-processing . and
-iLantana Road, about,l.wtr,g,llles west of ,Militars; Trail.

-

} All of the injured are employes of Mecca Farms {v}
Inc. Only one, 51-year-old Bernard Wright, was hosplta]-s_ :

Hmeﬁ About 65 other plant workers were unhurt, oo

L&’
= The blast, which came shortly after 10 a.m., denml-
. ished a one-story, 60-foot by 80-foot concrete block ri- . 3
j:enlng building and caused extensive damage to the ad-
oiniku;gspacklns plant. where mos[,%ol the employea were; i

Trail Park Fire Chlef Robert Bean said it appears
the explosion was caused by ethylene gas used in the
plant to ri tomatoes. The gas reportedly had been

P mged in the blmk bulld.ing only minutes before the &

* blast, * og e W | iyl
Ay

“It’s an absolute miracle that no one was ln]led
Bean said. "I'm 99 per cent certain the explosion was |
~ caused by the gas. 1 should know more (today) if the
* main is shored up enough so that it's sale {nr
mhosulnmdstartrﬂggingin rubble.”; 4

aFy 'l'heripeningbulldlngahutamawastendoithe

larger, corrugated steel packing plant. The full force of
tuhawsheentothewest ﬂwayﬂé

appears
from the plant, and smtlar:d ‘debris and concrete rub-
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‘Il tell you, it scared me to death. | jumped up
and ran info the packing house and | knew it was gas.
| could smell it. It was all smoky like. Then | ran
oufside to see if | could help. Everybody was scream-
< ing and crying. It was terriblel’ . =’ :

B v

that way or we would have had a lot
of dead or badly injured- geopl
here,” Palm Beach County Sheriff =
Willlam Heidtman told reporters at &
the scene. “The other part of the
building was loaded with workers.”
Carrie Moore, a secretary working
in' the plant office, said about 7
workers were in the packing plant a
the time. She said all of them . to ? )
accounted for after the blast.. ““On a scale of zero to four, its £ %
“Ill tell you,:it scared me to.)" hazard is- ratedfourt— the worst &
death,”. she said. “T jumped up and “¥ rating,” he said. “Its explosive rat-
ran Into the packing house and !tﬂx'ing is two. I'll have to discuss it *°
knew it was gas. I could smell it. Its® with a chemist, but it’s odd that a.~
was all smokey like. Then I ran out-""" gas that reacts- to water is used to
side to see if I could help. Eve process tomatoes, They have a lot of
body was screaming and crying. water,” "% & g AL
A g isn’t likely the explo-

was terrible!” i %
According to Sheriff's. Detective .
James Rendell, a cylinder that feeds
ethylene gas into the ripening room’
was turned on by plant worker Ed-
die Ricardo and turned off again 10
minutes later by another worker, = would have had a chance to get
Jose Rodriquez. A plant official said . out,” he said. “‘He would have been 7
the 10-minute gassing time is closely ¥ blown to pieces!”. = k. ;
watched because longer gassing.'’ He said he is “99 per.cent cer-
detrimental to the tomatoes.”? ° tain” that no one is in the rubble of
“I tarned the gas off and walk the ripening room but added that
won't be known.for sure until after
] through the de-
41 don't know, We may get a sur-%"
_prise tomorrow, but I doubt it,” he:
added. “The foreman (Willie Lock- %
. ‘hart) said he was in' the (ripening) =
very lucky to be alive.” -~ - : building about 30 or 40 seconds be-’
Rodriquez’ wifé, Elsa; “was worl fore the explosion and he-said no one
ing in the packing plant when was in there. He's a lucky man. If
blast occurred and fer a few terrify-
ing minutes she was tartain her 3
band had been killei.’ NP
“When the gas eaploded, I jus
took off in a panic,” she said,:s
shaking from the experience. °
knew my husband was working near:
the tanks, I wanted to go ina“mc,khu};

ing) building,” he /never

on the fork -
“When I got outside, I only saw
three. I knew he had-to be inside.’>. / Lake Worth'.and  re- » . o A _ i
Then, later, I saw-him and he told’i%: leased. Rt g e i e ; . "
had been in the restroom. I &’  Enrigue Benavidem, 17, of the Lee T atf Phota by A

Firemen Assist in the Tomato Cleanup

me he t d
he hadn't gone -there,;I.think he '’ Brothers Farm, was treated at John (
would : e ; edy uemqr_ism:lospl and . .+ v al Mecca Farq-us west of Military Trail——




